
STAAR ALT 2 UPDATE



OVERVIEW of STAAR ALT 2

 An assessment based on alternate academic achievement 

standards 

 Designed for students with most significant cognitive deficits. 

 A non-traditional test that requires test administrators to observe 

students as they respond to standardized, state-developed 

assessment items that link to the grade-level TEKS through pre-

requisite skills. 

 Each question type has a unique set of scoring instructions. 

 Student responses transcribed into the online transcription form.  



Subjects and Grades for STAAR ALT 2

GRADE LEVEL SUBJECTS ASSESSED

Grade 3 Mathematics and reading 

Grade 4 Mathematics, reading, and writing 

Grade 5 Mathematics, reading and science

Grade 6 Mathematics and reading 

Grade 7 Mathematics, reading, and writing 

Grade 8 Mathematics, reading, science, and social studies

End of Course Algebra I, English I, English II, Biology, U.S. History



2015 Survey 

Results
February 13 – March 13, 2015

 Training Resources, Online 

Activities, Testing Window, 

Administration Materials, Test 

Accommodations, and 

Administration Procedures. 

2,552 test administrators responded 

to the survey.

18 questions

Test 

Administrator 

Group



Were the test materials easy to use during testing? 

89%

11%

yes no



Did the resource materials adequately 

prepare you to complete your duties 

regarding the assessment? 

yes no

89%



Clear instructions?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Were presentation instructions

clear?

Were scoring instructions

clear?

94%

97%

yes no



In general, would 

your students be 

able to engage in 

an online version 

of the items? 

74%

26%

no yes



Did test 

administrators 

have enough time 

to review and 

prepare any 

necessary 

accommodations? 

Test Preparation

yes no

11%

89%



On average, 

how much time 

did it take to 

prepare for the 

administration 

of each STAAR 

Alternate 2 

assessment? 

less than 1 hour 1-2 hours
2-3 hours 3-4 hours

29%

15%

32%

21%



Did you spend more than four hours preparing 

for any single administration of STAAR 

Alternate 2?

80%

20%

no yes



Did you administer each test in multiple 

sessions to the majority of your students? 

58%
42%

no yes



On average, how long did it take for 

you to administer the entire test 

(regardless of whether it took multiple 

sessions)?

3%

18%

30%24%

11%

30 minutes or less

31 - 45 minutes

46 - 60 minutes

61 - 90 minutes

91 - 120 minutes

more than 2 hours

20%



Three-week testing window adequate?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Test Coordinators Test Administrators

90% 88%

yes no



Were the 

allowable 

accommodations 

sufficient to meet 

the needs of your 

students? 

yes no

77%



Was the level of detail 

provided by the 

accommodations 

policy sufficient to 

guide you as you 

prepared testing 

accommodations? 

yes

83%

no

17%



http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/

Contents: 
• STAAR ALT 2 Information 

(Educator Guide, CSR 

info) 

• Participation 

Requirements 

• Administrator Manual 

• Accommodations 

• Medical Exemption  

• No Authentic Response 

Eligibility 

• Sample Test Questions 

• TETN recordings 

• Performance Level 

Descriptors 

• Essence Statements 

• TEKS Resources (vertical 

alignment documents  

• Raw Conversion Tables

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/


A MUST READ!!!!



ARD COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITY:              

STAAR ALT 2 Participation Requirements

Participation requirements for STAAR Alternate 2: 

• Does the student have a significant cognitive disability? 

• Does the student require specialized supports to access the grade-

level curriculum and environment? 

• Does the student require intensive, individualized instruction in a 

variety of instructional settings? 

• Does the student access and participate in the grade-level TEKS 

through pre-requisite skills? 





TEKS 
Identify what Texas students should know and be able to do at every grade in required 

subjects. 

TEKS Vertical Alignment Document
Academic content standards PK-EOC for all required subject 

Essence Statement 
Summary of STAAR reporting categories, knowledge and skills statements and student 

expectations for STAAR. 

TEKS Curriculum Framework
Links pre-requisite skills to the specific knowledge and skills statements and student 

expectations for all required subjects



ASSURANCES



ASSURANCES



ASSURANCES



ASSURANCES



TOMS  (ETS) 

Pearson 

Next



TESTING WINDOW: No Change! 

 PREVIEW WINDOW: 

March 21-April 1 

 ASSESSMENT WINDOW: 

April 4-April 22 

3-8/EOC Subjects Assessed 

Grade 3 Mathematics and Reading

Grade 4 Math, Reading, and Writing 

Grade 5 Math, Reading, and Science

Grade 6 Math and Reading

Grade 7 Math, Reading , and Writing 

Grade 8 Math, Reading, Science, and SS 

End of 

Course

Algebra I, English I, English II, 

Biology, and US History 



Test Design:  

Same as 2015 Administration

 Six clusters comprise a test form resulting in 24 scripted questions per 

test. 

 The test materials will include a test administrator booklet and a student 

booklet for each subject.  

 The test administrator booklet contains scripted questions and 

guidelines for how the test will be administered. 

 The student booklet contains stimulus images and text for the 

presentation of test question and answer options.  



SAMPLE TEST ITEMS   [pg.10-13]

Question 1 = Acknowledge 

Question 2 = Locate information by matching

Question 3 = Integrate multiple pieces of information   

Question 4 = Multi-step problem solving; make a 

conclusion 



Test Administrator Manual

 The format of the secure section of the test administrator manual 
will include. 

This symbol prompts test administrator to secure material begins!!  



Revision to Security Procedures

During Preview window ONLY!! 
 Test administrators may keep test materials until the end of the day each day.  

 Test administrators who check materials out for the entire day must keep 

materials in locked storage when not in use. 

 Materials control form will reflect format changes in order to accommodate 

the revised procedures. 

 Revised procedure only to be performed when accommodating materials!



Accommodations for STAAR Alternate 2, 

Information about accommodations for students 

taking the following assessments can be found in the 

applicable manuals. 

STAAR Alternate 2: Educator Guide for STAAR Alternate 2 

[pg. 14] and the test administration manual  

September 

17, 2015
Texas Education Agency 

32



STAAR 

ALT 2



STAAR ALT 2 !

January 13, 2016  

“Calling All 

STAAR-ALT 

Administrators” 

Session # 101691  

Presenters: Linda 

Moran/Brenda Lee



EXCEPTIONS

See pg. 15 

of Educator 

Guide for 

ways 

student 

may 

respond! 





Getting Ready!!!

 Read the Educator Guide 

 Access the Released Test [TEA Webpage]

 Determine your student’s best response mode  

 Determine accommodations for student to access printed material. 

 PROVIDE INSTRUCTION based on: 

 Vertical Alignment Documents 

 Essence Statements 

 Curriculum Framework (Instructional Terms)  

 ATTEND TEST ADMINISTRATOR TRAINING IN JANUARY! 


